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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

With the winter months upon us, it is inevitable that we 
will likely have delayed openings, early dismissals and 
emergency closings. Unfortunately, this year is no 
exception and we had an emergency closing on 
January 27. In accordance with the 2014-2015 district 
calendar, schools will be open on February 16, 2015. 
The calendar was built to use the two built-in snow 
days as needed at the end of the winter. This helps to 
preserve the spring break days if we have excessive 
emergency days or days needed later in the winter. 
(Click here to view the updated calendar.) 
 
At the request of parents who cannot attend Coffee 
with the Superintendent in the morning, I will be hosting 

a coffee on February 11, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Board of Education Conference Room located in the 
Municipal Complex.  I look forward to seeing many of 
you there.  Additionally, as we prepare the 2015-2016 
budget, the Board of Education welcomes input  from 
all stakeholders on your budget priorities by visiting 
the district website.  
 
Finally, during the past few weeks, each school 
selected their Teacher of the Year and, new this year, 
Educational Services Professional.  I look forward to 
recognizing each of these outstanding teachers and 
educators at the February 23, 2015 Board of 
Education meeting.  

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa Antunes 

NJ ASK, HSPA, PARCC Oh My! 
The time of year is upon us when Hillsborough 
Township School District, as well as all public school 
districts in New Jersey, complies with the mandate to 
assess our students in skills they require in English 
Language Arts and Mathematics based upon the 
standards outlined in the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS).   
 
Previously, the tests utilized to assess our students 
occurred in the form of NJASK and HSPA. This year, 
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 
Colleges and Careers (PARCC) assessment will be 
administered to all students in grades three (3) through 
11. While the PARCC may be administered in paper-
based and/or computer-based formats, Hillsborough 
will be administering the computer-based format of the 
assessment. The primary purpose of this assessment 
is to provide information to the state, the district, 
parents, and students about our students‘ progression 
toward postsecondary readiness and success.   
 
The PARCC is made up of two (2) administration 
components; the Performance-Based Assessment 
(PBA) and the End-of-Year (EOY). According to the 
PARCC website, the PBA component of the 
assessment is administered after approximately 75% of 
instruction is complete and the EOY component occurs 
after approximately 90% of instruction is complete.   
 

Science will continue to be assessed utilizing the New 
Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ 
ASK) in grades four (4) and eight (8) and there are 
specific students who will be assessed with the High 
School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) in grade 11.  
   
The 2015 assessment schedule for Hillsborough 
Township Public Schools is as follows:   
March 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 — PARCC PBA Grades 3 - 4 
March 3, 4, 5 — HSPA Regular Testing 
March 10, 11, 12 — HSPA Make-Up Testing 
March 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 — PARCC PBA Grades 5 – 8 
March 10, 11, 12 — PARCC PBA Grades 9 – 11 
April 20 – May 15 — PARCC EOY Assessment 
Window Grades 9-12 (Specific dates to be 
determined) 
April 27 – May 22 — PARCC EOY Assessment 
Window Grades 3 – 8 (Specific dates to be 
determined) 
May 27 — NJ ASK Science 4 & 8 Regular Testing 
May 28 — NJ ASK Science 4 & 8 Make-Up Testing 
May 26, 27 — NJ BCT (Biology Competency Test) 
Regular Testing 
May 28, 29 — NJ BCT (Biology Competency Test) 
Make-Up Testing 
 
There is no way to prepare your child for the 
assessments, as the work in which they engage daily 
is the best preparation; however, in a booklet 
distributed by The Parent Institute, 2003, there are a 
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Ask any eight or nine-year-old what he or she is 
reading and chances are it‘s one of Dan 
Gutman‘s books. This popular children‘s author 
is the writer of many book series, from the My 
Weird School books, to the Baseball Card 
Adventures, to the more recent Genius Files 
books. His books are the ones that make 
children (and a few grown-ups) laugh out loud 
while they read. You are more likely to find a 
Dan Gutman book in a child‘s desk or backpack 
than on the library bookshelf, simply because 
kids love to read them! 
 
On December 5, Amsterdam School celebrated 
writing by welcoming New Jersey children‘s 
book author, Dan Gutman, to our school. The 
children enjoyed hearing his presentations in 
which he shared his creative process of 
gathering ideas and writing his stories. 
 
Many of Dan‘s books for the older grades 
incorporate history and geography, and our 3rd 
and 4th graders heard how he traveled across 
the United States gathering quirky facts and 
interesting locations to use in his Genius Files 
series. He also explained how his own passion 
for baseball was the inspiration for starting the 
Baseball Card Adventure series. 
 
Our younger students loved hearing about the 
Weird School series, and how his drafts were 
rejected over and over before finally being 
accepted by Harper Collins. Dan‘s personal 
stories offered encouragement for our 
developing writers, and showed the importance 
of perseverance and persistence.  Dan visited 
our kindergarten and TP classes to read aloud 
from his books, and even shared a picture book 
that has not yet been released, Rappy the 
Rapture. They were thrilled to be among the 
first readers! 
 
In addition to his humorous and inspiring 
presentations, Dan also spent well over an hour 
signing almost 250 books for those who had 
purchased them. This was the most books ever 
sold for a visiting author at Amsterdam School. 
 
Funding for this very special visit was provided 
by ASHA, and a committee of teachers and 
parents helped to prepare the school and 
students for his visit. A variety of books were 

purchased for classrooms ahead of his visit 
so that children and teachers could read 
and share his stories. The halls and doors 
were decorated with students‘ work about 
Dan. A writing competition was held for 3rd 
and 4th graders, and the six winners joined 
Dan for a special luncheon. They were able 
to talk with him about their own stories and 
love for writing, as well as ask him 
questions about his life and writing. Dan 
even spent time with a 4th grade class 
creating ideas for their own wacky story.  
 
Dan Gutman‘s visit showed our students 
that creative thinking and writing, 
perseverance and persistence, and a great 
sense of humor make for wonderful stories 
that children love to read. 

 
Kristin Jones – 
Teacher of the Year 
The heart is one of the 
most important organs 
in the entire human 
body. It is the center of 
the circulatory system, 
responsible for pumping 

blood throughout the veins. In essence, it 
impacts each and every cell. Without the 
heart, the body would be lifeless. Kristin 
Jones is the heart of Amsterdam School. 
She is the center of our being. Her work 
impacts us all. She pumps us up and 
breathes new life into our school. Most 
importantly, she teaches with love and her 
heart beats to the sound of perseverance, 
possibility, and positivity. 
 
When Kristin Jones started her journey at 
Amsterdam School, she took on two roles—
the first as our special education teacher 
and the second as our Tech Trainer.  
 
As a special education teacher, she 
services 1st through 4th graders in the 
literacy lab. She holds high expectations for 
her students and helps them meet their 
potential with appropriate support and 
guidance. Her goal for each and every child 
is independent learning and she is the 
master of motivation! Her students are 
enticed by her creative ways to strive harder 

and achieve more. They walk the red 
carpet, solve puzzles, make movies, 
write songs, and use technology to 
master reading and writing skills. 
Providing a fun learning environment 
where students feel confident to achieve 
academic success is how she keeps 
learning alive in her young students. 
 
Meanwhile, the development of 
technological skills in our teachers is a 
major undertaking for professional 
development. Ms. Jones assumes this 
role with diligence, patience, and care. 
She meets each teacher where they are 
in their skill set and provides the support 
needed. As a result, our teachers feel 
confident in using technology to improve 
their teaching skills, which enhances 
student learning.   
 
Not only is Ms. Jones the heart of our 
school, she is the heart of our 
community. She enriches Amsterdam 
School by leading many projects and 
initiatives. She helps to coordinate 
school-wide celebrations, directs staff 
videos, participates in the character 
education committee, choreographs all 
dance routines for our pep rallies, and 
acts as our HEA representative. She 
does it all with a come hither smile on 
her face as these all-too-familiar words 
leap off her lips, ―I have an idea!”. Her 
ideas are so compelling, others naturally 
follow her lead, eager to participate and 
get in on the action. She rallies our 
troops with intrigue and triumphant 
optimism. 
 
Warmth, compassion and genuine love 
of children are the traits she possesses 
and they know no bounds. Outside of 
the Amsterdam arena, Ms. Jones can 
be found teaching dance to special 
needs students. She is a well-loved and 
respected dance teacher whose eyes 
twinkle when she talks of her students.  
 
Kristin Jones is like no other. She is 
unique. She is talented. She is an 

(Continued on page 11) 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

Following are a few highlights from the 
classrooms of HES: 
 
Ms. Allissa Letts‘s PM kindergarten has 
been bustling with new year activities 
and winter themes. Snack time in her 
classroom is always reserved for 
enrichment videos, stories, and mini 
lessons on legendary figures in our 
world. During the week of January 8, 
they celebrated the birthday of the ‗King 
of Rock ‗n‘ Roll‘, Elvis Presley. Her 
students learned about his life, watched 
a favorite music video and even viewed 
memorabilia such as a gold record 
purchased from Graceland. The 
children were giggling and dancing 
along to ―Hound Dog‖ and ―Jailhouse 
Rock‖. As Ms. Letts‘s students often 
listen to music during morning work, 
she was delighted the other day when 
several students asked, ―Is this Elvis 
singing?‖ 

 
Ms. Joella Sperber's 1st grade class 
has had the pleasure of having parent 
volunteers come in during their ―Around 
the World‖ unit to share their 
heritage. Their presentations have been 
fantastic and included places such as 
Kenya, Germany, India, China, and Sri 
Lanka. Each parent has worked hard to 
teach about the flags of these countries 
and what they stand for, their currency, 
climate, dress, traditions, weather, food, 
animals, etc. The teacher and students 
have been having a terrific time, and 
their passports are quickly filling up!!  
 
Ms. Amy McCrea‘s 2nd grade has been 
making predictions with experiments on 

Happy New Year to the HES Stars and the 
members of the Hillsborough community. I 
am honored to be the new principal of 
Hillsborough Elementary School. 
 
I started in the district in 1998 as a special 
education teacher at Hillsborough High 
School, where I subsequently served as a 
Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant 
on the Child Study Team. For the past 
eight years, I have been a vice principal at 
Hillsborough Middle School. On January 1, 
2015, I rang in the New Year by becoming 
the new principal of Hillsborough 
Elementary School, and I am so excited to 
be here! Following in the footsteps of Mr. 
Volpe, who is now the Director of Human 
Resources, will be no easy task, but I am 
looking forward to getting to know the 
parents, students and staff of HES well and 
doing my best to give every child an 
opportunity to be successful and 
enthusiastic about learning. 
 
It is my privilege to share the news that 
Karen Drill, special education teacher, has 
been selected as the HES Teacher of the 
Year and Jessica Fox, librarian, has been 
named the Educational Services 
Professional of the Year! They were 
chosen based upon nominations and a final 
vote by the HES staff. Ms. Drill is well 
respected among her peers for her ability 
to pinpoint what a student needs to be 
successful. Her opinion is highly valued, 
she always has the best interests of the 
child in mind, and she offers her students a 
nurturing and informed support system. Her 
students adore her! Ms. Fox has 
transformed our library into a fun and 
inviting place designed to engage our 
students and grab their attention. She 
eagerly provides resources for her 
colleagues and carefully selects materials 
that will assist students in each year of the 
elementary school experience. Ms. Fox‘s 
library is a wonderful place to be! 
 

force and motion. They revisited 
their predictions by observing 
outcomes of how energy is 
transferred from one material to 
another. On a subsequent day, 
partners rolled cars over many 
different surfaces to determine 
which causes the most friction and 
the impact to an object. I‘m sure all 
of Mrs. McCrea‘s students would 
agree that the highlight of the unit 
was building a balloon rocket to 
illustrate how air is used as a way to 
push an object. 
 
M s .  D i a n a  V i s i c a r o ‘ s  A M 
kindergarten students have been 
rotating through literacy and math 
centers as she works with reading 
groups. The two children pictured 
below were working on sight word 
Play-Dough mats that she created. 
First, they rolled/manipulated Play-
Dough to form the letters in the sight 
word. Next, they traced and wrote 
the word using dry erase markers. 
Finally, they traced and read an 
easy-to-read sentence with the sight 
word in it. Our kindergarteners are 
so excited about reading! 

 
Once again, congratulations to Ms. 
Drill and Ms. Fox, our HES Teacher 
of the Year and Educational 
Services Professional, who are 
excellent representatives of the 
outstanding educators of HES! 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

 Model self-care and positive 
thinking for your children. 

 Schedule relaxing activities or 
family time that focus on reducing 
stress. 

 Focus on the positives. 
 Help your child problem solve and 

talk them through their fears. 
 
From the Music Room 
On Wednesday, January 18, 2015, 
Sunnymead‘s 2nd grade classes 
presented their music program, titled 
‗Character Counts‘. Their songs 
focused on the six pillars of Character 
Education: respect, responsibility, 
trustworthiness, fairness, caring and 
citizenship. Not only did the students 
sing about the importance of these 
character traits, but they also wrote a 
paragraph about a specific character 
trait and what it means to them in their 
daily lives. About half of the students 
read these paragraphs to the 
audience, further demonstrating the 
importance of upholding a strong 

C o u n s e l o r 
Corner  
When asked, our 
s c h o o l 
c o u n s e l o r , 
Rebecca M. 
Cordisco, M.S., 
likes to share the 

following stress reduction techniques for 
kids with parents. These are also great 
tips for reducing adult stress as well.  
 
10 Ways to Reduce Stress in Children 
 Encourage your children to face their 

fears. 
 Reiterate to them that it is okay to be 

imperfect. 
 Practice relaxation exercises with 

your kids. The Internet can be a great 
resource for finding activities or 
exercises to do with your family. 

 Reward your child‘s brave behavior. 
 Encourage and promote healthy 

sleeping habits. Try to stick to the 
same routine every night. 

character. This music program was 
special in the fact that it was cross-
curricular, tying different subject 
areas together through the use of 
music. The 2nd grade students were 
able to teach their peers and families 
that character does indeed count! 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Triangle School is pleased to introduce 
you to Triangle School‘s Teacher of the 
Year, Mrs. Debbie Kaufman. Mrs. 
Kaufman has been a teacher at 
Triangle School for 22 years, teaching 
4th grade for the past 13 years. She 
has also taught special education and 
5th grade and served as the writing 
specialist for two years as well. She 
was nominated for Teacher of the Year 
honors by staff and parents alike. One 
parent noted, in her nomination, ―Mrs. 
Kaufman is our vision of an ideal 
educator. Her passion for helping 
children is obvious and is demonstrated 
every single day.‖ Another parent 
noted, ―She is amazing! Not only did 

she get my non-reader to actually 
like to read, she took care of him 
―like a mom‖!‖ 
 
T r i a n g l e  S c h o o l ‘ s  f i r s t 
E d u c a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e s 
Professional of the Year is our 
wonderful nurse, Mrs. Linda 
Heffernan. Mrs. Heffernan joined 
the staff of Triangle School in 
2012, following many successful 
years in Hillsborough as  nurse at 
Woodfern School, Auten Road 
In termedia te  School and 
Hillsborough Middle School. She 
is a caring professional who loves 
her job and her students, and we 

are so happy to have her taking 
care of all of us! 

Mrs. Debbie Kaufman,  
Triangle Teacher of the Year 

Mrs. Linda Heffernan, 
Triangle Educational Support Person of the Year 



As we are fully into the cold weather of 
winter, Woodfern staff and students 
actively seek to create warm wishes.  
Woodfern continued its tradition of a 
Giving Tree this holiday season. Each 
year, we ask families to give what they 
can so others who are less fortunate 
may also enjoy some holiday joy. As 
families made donations, snowflakes 
were added to our Giving Tree located 

i n  t h e 
office. Before 
winter break, 

we distributed all of these 
donations to needy families within 
the Woodfern community. As part 
of this community service, our 
Grade 3 Governors helped 
maintain the Giving Tree. Over 
$1,000 was col lected and 
distributed...making the season a 
joyful one for all. 
 
On Monday, December 15, 
students at Woodfern School had a 
c u l t u r a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  o n 
Las Posadas during their Spanish 
class periods. Students from K-4 
enjoyed the celebration as they 
went through a series of stations. 
There were games, songs, and 
activities including the piñata. 
Students actively used Spanish that 
they have acquired during their first 
two marking periods. Along with the 
games, students enjoyed singing to 
a variety of holiday songs in 
Spanish, and salsa dancing. This 
was a clear demonstration that the 
s t u d e n t s  a r e  d e v e l o p i n g 

communicative competencies in 
Spanish.   
 
Woodfern is honored to 
announce that our 2014-2015 
Teacher of the Year is Mrs. 
Maryann Tapp. A graduate of 
Trenton State College, Mrs. 
Tapp started teaching in 
Hillsborough 19 years ago 
and all of those years have 
been at Woodfern. Originally, 
she taught 1st grade for six 
years. Then, Mrs. Tapp taught 
a 1st-2nd grade loop until 
deciding that 2nd grade was 
what she truly enjoyed and she 
has been an important member 
of our Grade 2 team ever since. 
At home, she enjoys spending 
time with her husband and 
three children. Mrs. Tapp is an 
avid runner and enjoys helping 
out with the girls' running 
program, iRun, at Woodfern 
each spring. 
 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

Woods Road School is proud to 
announce that Ms. Lynn Kelly has 
been selected as the Woods Road 
School 2015 Teacher of the Year. She 
has worked in the district for 11 years. 
Lynn Kelly is currently a 2nd grade 
teacher. She completed her student 
teaching at Amsterdam School. Ms. 
Kelly received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Education from Misericordia, 
as well as a Master‘s degree in 
Special Education from The College of 
New Jersey.  
 
Ms. Kelly is a dynamic and caring 
teacher who inspires her students in 
the classroom. She provides her 
students with a variety of activities 
through the use of differentiated 
instruction. 
 
When asked who her inspiration was, 
Ms. Kelly said, ―My high school 
English teacher. She was such a hard 
teacher, but looking back on it, she 
pushed me because she knew I could 
do it. That's why I set high 
expectations for all of my students, so 
they'll look back and be thankful that 
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someone pushed them to where 
they could go… that someone 
believes in them like my English 
teacher believed in me.‖  
 
Ms. Kelly is most proud of helping a 
former Woods Road family in a 
time of need and continues to 
provide love and support. 
 
Woods Road School is also excited 
to announce Joellen Pozarek as 
the 2015 Educational Services 
Professional (ESP) of the Year. 
Joellen Pozarek has been in 
education for 38 years, the last 
seven have been in Hillsborough. 
Prior to coming to Hillsborough, she 
was a Speech Therapist in the Pre-
school/Early Intervention program 
at The Jerry Davis Early Childhood 
Program in Manville. 
 
She received her undergraduate 
degree from what is now The 
College of New Jersey as a Speech 
Specialist.  She received a Master‘s 
degree in Speech Pathology and 
Audiology from Rutgers. Recently, 

Mrs. Pozarek completed her 
certification in English as a 
Second Language from The 
College of New Jersey.  
 
She is most proud that she has 
known what she wanted to do with 
her life since she was 13 years old 
and after 38 years of doing 
speech therapy with young 
children, she still loves what she 
does. Mrs. Pozarek states, ―Every 
day working with my preschoolers 
is a gift.‖  
 
When asked who inspired her, 
Mrs. Pozarek said, ―MaryBeth 
Loughlin inspired me to come and 
work in Hillsborough. Her 
professionalism, knowledge and 
kindness to families with children 
who have developmental issues 
continues to inspire me every day 
here at Woods Road.‖ 
 
Woods Road School is honored to 
have both Lynn Kelly as its 
Teacher of the Year and Joellen 
Pozarek as Educational Services 
Professional of the Year. On 
behalf of Woods Road School, 
thank you for your dedication to 
our  s tudents and school 
community. Congratulations! 
 
 
Woods Road School…is cool!  



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Chris Carey, Principal 

the evening of January 22. Thank you 
choir director Ms. Barrie Scheer and 
each of the members of the ARIS choir 
for a simply fantastic performance!   
 
ARIS Teacher and Educator of the 
Year 
Auten Road Intermediate School is 
proud to recognize Ms. Patricia Walsh 
(Teacher of the Year) and Ms. Laurie 
Ferrett i  (Educational Services 
Professional of the Year).   
 
Ms. Walsh is a 6th grade social studies 
and literacy teacher and has worked in 
Hillsborough Public Schools since 
1994. During this time Ms. Walsh 
worked at Hillsborough Middle School 
and at Auten Road. 
 
Ms. Ferretti is a speech teacher and 
has worked in Hillsborough Public 
schools since 2004. During this time 
Ms. Ferretti worked at Triangle 
Elementary School for four years and 
has been at Auten Road for the last 
six.   
 
On behalf of the entire Auten Road 
community, we extend a warm 
―Congratulations!‖ to Ms. Walsh and 
Ms. Ferretti. Thank you both for all that 
you do and for inspiring the very best 
in each of us! Below are a few 
comments about Ms. Walsh and Ms. 
Ferretti from colleagues: 
 
“Ms. Walsh urges her students to take 
risks; to step outside of their comfort 
zone and become responsible for their 
own learning… She is someone all 
new and seasoned teachers should 
aspire to be like.”   
 
“Ms. Ferretti makes the learning 
environment in her classroom fun… 
She is always willing to lend a helping 

Coat Collection 
The Auten Gives Back club recently 
collected nearly 400 coats in an effort to 
benefit the ‗One Warm Coat‘ campaign 
based in Flemington, NJ. On behalf of the 
club, thank you to all who donated to this 
very worthy cause! 
 
Made with Code  
On Thursday ,  December  11 , 
approximately 50 fifth graders attended a 
"Made with Code" evening event at Auten 
Road. The event was coordinated by 
ARIS computer literacy teacher, Ms. 
Jennifer Tuller, in response to Computer 
Science Week and the Hour of Code held 
each year nationally in December. During 
the evening the basics of code writing 
took the form of having students 
accessorize their own ―selfie‖, creating 
drum beats, and designing their own snow 
flake, to name a few.  

 
Grade 6 Band Concert  
On January 13, the Grade 6 bands 
performed a fabulous evening concert. 
Thank you to the Grade 6 Band directors 
Ms. Nancy Ciacciarelli and Ms. Beth 
Nichols for a fantastic performance and 
congratulations to all of the ARIS Grade 6 
band members for a fine concert and a job 
well done!  
 
ARIS Choir  
The ARIS choir put on an amazing 
performance for families and friends on 

hand, to provide encouragement, or 
to just let you know she cares.”   
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Ms. Patricia Walsh, ARIS Teacher 

of the Year 

Ms. Laurie Ferretti, ARIS 

Educational Services Professional 

of the Year 



Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
Eighth grader Jason Guarino as Tom 
Sawyer leads a group of friends cajoled 
into ―having fun‖ whitewashing Aunt 
Polly‘s picket fence in the American 
classic ―The Adventures of Tom Sawyer‖ 
during a performance to standing room 
only crowd on opening night, January 
16th. Over fifty students had roles among 
the cast and crew of the HMS Drama 
Club production that took to the stage of 
the Middle School under the direction of 
Ms. Barbara Szabo and Ms. Lucinda 
Ferreri. Performances were met with 
enthusiastic applause from packed 
houses each night including the 
understudy performance on Sunday.   
 
Teacher of the Year and Counselor of 
the Year 
HMS is proud to recognize Ms. Terri 
Yessman as HMS Teacher of the Year 
and Ms. Megan Pierfy as HMS 
Educational Services Professional of the 
Year for 2015.   
 
Ms. Yessman is a graduate of 
Hillsborough High School, William 

Paterson University and Seton Hall 
University. She has taught science at 
Hillsborough Middle School for over 20 
years, serving on numerous committees 
inc lud ing  Sc ience Cur r i cu lum 
Development Committees, the HMS 
Crisis Management Team, the HMS 
School Improvement Panel, and the 
District Teacher Evaluation Advisory 
Committee. Ms. Yessman has also been 
a mentor to countless students and new 
teachers over the years extending her 
positive influence well beyond her 
classroom.   
 
Ms. Pierfy is a graduate of Rider 
University and began in Hillsborough as 
a 7th grade teacher in 1998. After 
receiving her masters degree in school 
counseling she served as a guidance 
counselor at Auten Road Intermediate 
School for five years before returning to 
HMS in 2007 as a 7th grade guidance 
counselor. Ms. Pierfy is also co-advisor 
for HMS-REBEL, a peer leadership 
group that presents anti-smoking lessons 
and activities at HMS and to all 4th 
graders around the district. In addition, 
Ms. Pierfy, along with a teacher 
colleague, introduced pet therapy to 
HMS as a special initiative to help reduce 

stress and school anxiety 
conditions.   
 
The students and staff of HMS 
extend a warm appreciation and 
congratulations to Ms. Yessman 
and Ms. Pierfy for their dedication 
to improving the lives of those 
throughout the Hillsborough 
educational community. 
 
Science Olympiad Team 
Members of the HMS Science 
Olympiad Team proudly display 
their medals for individual events 
and hold the team trophy after 
coming in 1st place for the first time 
in HMS history at the Northern NJ 
Regional Science Olympiad 
Competition hosted at NJIT on 
January 15. The team now 
advances to the New Jersey state 
competition in March. 
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Congratulations to Mrs. Julia Haran, 
Director of Bands, who was named this 
year‘s Teacher of the Year, and to Mr. 
Ian Progin, Guidance Counselor, who 
was named the Educational Services 
Pro fess ional  of  the  Year  fo r 
Hillsborough High School. ―Jules,‖ as 
she is known to one and all, has been 
with HHS since 1999, teaching band 
and wind ensemble, directing the 
Marching Band and several ensemble 
groups, and instilling a sense of pride in 
the instrumentalists of HHS that can be 
clearly heard in every note they play. 
Mr. Progin has been a counselor at 
HHS since 2004, although he graced 
our halls as a student during his own 
high school career. He coaches the 
boys‘ varsity basketball team and 
fosters pride, excellent sportsmanship, 
and high expectations, and as a 
counselor he has earned the respect 
and trust of his students and 
colleagues. Congratulations to Jules 
a n d  M r .  P r o g i n ,  e x c e l l e n t 
representatives of the outstanding HHS 
staff! 
 

Students at Hillsborough High School 
got to participate in the worldwide Hour 
of Code event that took place during 
the week of December 8-14, 
2014. Students were introduced to the 
Hour of Code through morning 
announcements, their teachers, and 
an email with directions on how to 
code on their own. Utilizing the 
Chromebooks for this event allowed 
students to work at their own pace, in 
and out of the confines of the school 
day. Students eagerly participated and 
submitted their certificates to the HHS 
Computer Support Teachers in the 
Tech Hub to win a prize. In the end, all 
students who participated won a new 
HHS laptop messenger bag along with 
one student additionally winning a 
Chromebook cover. This event was 
coordinated by computer resource 
teacher Natasha Gaujean-LaMar and 
technology integration specialist Cara 
Flash. 
 
Congratulations to the HHS library, 
which won a box of books by 
submitting a photo of the library's 
mascot , Roosevelt ,  in  Fol lett 
Learning's #happyschoolidays contest, 
in which schools across the country 
showed how they decorated their 
libraries for the holidays. 
 
Faith Adams was crowned the 2015 
HHS Poetry Out Loud champion. Faith 
a d va nc ed  t o  t h e  Reg i on  4 
championship to be held later in 
February. She will compete for a 
chance to advance to the state finals 
held in March at Princeton University. 
Faith recited "How I Discovered 
Poetry" by Marilyn Nelson, entering 
the competition in Mrs. Melissa 
Blevins‘ public speaking class. Poetry 
Out Loud is a national competition 
involving millions of high school 

students. Last year over 28,000 NJ 
high school students participated in the 
event. 
 
The Hillsborough Mock Trial team 
went undefeated in the regular season, 
earning victories against Gill St. 
Bernards and Ridge high schools, 
earning a spot in the county semi-
finals against perennial rival Mt. St. 
Mary's. In the first two rounds of 
competition, seniors Pooja Parwatkar 
and Joshua Jiang won "best attorney" 
citations and senior Jonathan Zinger 
won a "best 
w i t n e s s " 
honor. 
 
Students in 
M r s . 
Watk in son ‘ s 
Baking class 
took  the i r 
d e c o r a t i n g 
skills to the 
extreme with 
s e v e r a l 
c h a l l e n g i n g 
and artistic 
c a k e s .  
Pictured is the 
K a t n i s s 
E v e r d e e n 
W e d d i n g 
Cake, inspired 
by the novel/
movie The 
Hunger Games, and created by senior 
Baking Independent Study student 
Christina Grodzki. This cake required 
one week to complete, was created 
and baked in a metal mixing bowl and 
then covered with a thin layer of glaze, 
homemade fondant ribbons and 
topped with a handmade marzipan 
figurine. A similar Katniss Everdeen 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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cake (not pictured) was created by senior Baking Independent Study student Samantha Rapkin.  The design to create the 
cake was found by teacher Mrs. Nancy Watkinson on myrecipes.com. A group of seniors from the period 4/5 Baking class 
created a ―Class of 2015 Spirit Night‖ cake representing their four years at HHS and incorporating each of their spirit 
themes throughout their HHS careers. From bottom to top, the layers represented:  Freshmen Feelin‘ Lucky, Sophomore 
School House, Nick Juniors, and Senior Shipwreck. The group, lead by team captain Nicole Russo, consisted of Justin 
Alboum, Dale Babey, Andrew Cowan, Dylan Forbes, Daija King, Cory Lurski, Sabrina Metallo, Ashlei Watson, and Jordan 
Zunski. The cake took about seven days to complete. 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal (cont.) 

inspiration. This is a person who lives her life by demonstrating good character. A teacher inside and outside the classroom, she 
touches those around her with the magic of learning and a can-do attitude. She is the core of excellence and truly deserving of the 

Governor‘s Teacher Recognition Award.  
 
Patricia Baptiste – Educational Services Professional of the Year 
In every school there are professional service educators who stand in the background and go unnoticed yet make a 
major impact on the success of the school‘s educational program. Patricia Baptiste is one of these professionals. As 
an occupational therapist, Patricia Baptiste has been a strong contributing member of the educational team across 
the district for the past 16 years. 
   
Patricia Baptiste has a near impossible schedule, teaching in several of our district schools, yet she finds the time to 

contribute positively to our school culture. She is a member of our CERT team, a big supporter of our school spirit days and is always 
there to help when needed. 
   
Flexible and accommodating are her middle names. She is always where students need her the most. I am amazed at how she 
coordinates it all and does her job so well. Her goal is to successfully support students within the educational plan to participate in life 
activities. She uses her unique expertise to help children to prepare for and perform important learning and school-related activities and 
to fulfill their role as students. In her learning setting, you will find her creating and implementing academic and non-academic goals for 
her students while developing skills to help make them successful in all areas of their academic and social lives. Just look in her door 
and you will know why she is truly deserving of this award. You will see happy children, working hard, learning and succeeding. Her 
work helps students reduce barriers that limit a child‘s participation in school activities. She builds confidence in them and gets them to 
reach deep inside to attain great things. Students are happy to be in her room. They are happy to participate and happy to have her as a 
teacher! Patricia Baptiste, Educational Services Professional of the Year—without a doubt! 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal (cont.) 

number of things that parents may do to assist their children with the anxiety that comes along with state assessments. In the months 
prior to testing, parents ought to find out when the assessments are being given (see schedule on page 1) and avoid scheduling 
appointments or trips during this time. Also, always encourage your child to read. The easiest and best way to prepare your child for any 
assessment is to read often.   
 

The days leading up to testing ought to be relaxed. Be sure your child gets a good night‘s sleep and a healthy breakfast. Have your child 
dress in layers – if your child is too warm or too cold on the day of testing, his/her mind will be focused on that and not on the test. 
Finally, do not pass your anxiety about the assessment to your child; s/he will ―feel‖ your anxiety and carry it around.  Instead exude 
confidence that you know s/he will try his/her best and that is all you are asking.  
 

Should you have any questions regarding the logistics of PARCC testing in your school, please reach out to your child‘s principal.  
Moreover, should you like additional information about PARCC and specific parent resources, please click on the following link.    
http://www.parcconline.org/for-parents  
 

Remember, we are embarking on a new journey, just as is every other public school district in New Jersey.  Hillsborough is ahead of the 
curve as compared with many districts state-wide and we are confident that our students and staff will do their best. What more can 
anyone ask?   

Assistant Superintendent—Dr. Lisa Antunes (cont.) 
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
February 11—Coffee with the Superintendent—BOE office — 7:00pm 
February 12—Board of Education meeting (Rescheduled)—ARIS 
February 16—Schools in session 
February 23—Board of Education meeting—ARIS 
March 13—4-hr Student Session/Staff In-Service—All schools 
 
For additional information regarding any of the above-mentioned events, please  
visit the district‘s website, www.htps.us.  

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS FOR PARENTS AND FAMILIES! 
 
The 15 Minute Child Break  
This is a FREE, one-hour, interactive Power Point presentation that informs, encourages and empowers parents to listen 
and communicate effectively with their children in order to prevent substance abuse. The 15 Minute Child Break presenta-
tion is supported by research which demonstrates that kids who communicate regularly with their parents about their daily 
activities are 67% less likely to be involved with substance abuse than children who have little or no communication. This 
program will be held on Thursday, March 12 at 6:45pm at the Hillsborough Middle School in the Media Center. 
  
Family Unity Nights Program  
This is a FREE seven-week program for parents AND students (ages 10 – 14) which focuses on communication skills, 
stress management, family bonding and family activities. The program will be held on Wednesdays starting on March 4 
and running through April 22. The program runs from 6:10pm – 8:30pm and dinner is provided. Incentives are offered for 
families who complete the 7 week program. 
 
―Communication is so important and the sessions provided methods to improve how  I communicate with my kids.‖   
 - Mom of a 10- and 13-year-old who attended the program 
 
Parent Learning Community (PLC) 
This is a five-week program that will help you have meaningful conversation with your kids and stay up-to-date about youth 
alcohol/drug trends and technology safety. Connect with other parents who want to be involved and INFORMED! A small 
program fee ($15) includes a PLC handbook and t-shirt. This program will have a daytime session and an evening session 
starting April 13 and running through May 11. 
 

To get more information or to sign up for any of these valuable programs, please contact: 
Minda Maggio 

District Life Skills Coordinator 
mmaggio@htps.us 

(908) 431-6600 ext. 2809  

Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio 

http://www.hillsborough.k12.nj.us/Page/67
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools
mailto:mmaggio@htps.us

